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do not. By these methods it is made difficult, if not impossible, for 
even the shrewdest repeaters to do their work of multiple voting. 

John A. Lapp. 

Employers' Liability. A law recently enacted in Ohio (laws, 1908 , 
p. 25) has modified the liability of railway companies for injuries to 
their employees in several important respects. The doctrines of 
"assumed risk" and of "common employment" have been practically 
abolished and the rule of "comparative negligence" has been estab- 
lished. 

With respect to the "assumption of risk" the law makes every rail- 
road company operating within the State liable for all damages sus- 
tained by any of its employees by reason of personal injury or death 
when "caused by a defect in any locomotive, engine, car, hand-car, rail, 
track, machinery or appliance required by such company to be used 
by its employees in and about the business of their employment, if such 
defect could have been discovered by reasonable and proper care, tests, 
or inspection. " Proof of such defect is made presumptive evidence of 
knowledge thereof on the part of the company, and an employee is 
deemed not to have assumed the risk, although continuing in the employ- 
ment of the company after knowledge of the defect and continuance in 
employment after such knowledge is not to be deemed an act of con- 
tributory negligence. 

As regards co-employment the law establishes liability for any injury 
incurred by any employee while "engaged in operating, running, riding 
upon or switching passenger, freight or other trains, engines or cars, 
and while engaged in the performance of his duties" when such injury 
was caused "by the carelessness or negligence of any other employee, 
officer, or agent" of the company "in the discharge of or for failure to 
discharge his duties." 

All questions of negligence and contributory negligence are to be left 
to the jury. The fact that the employee may have been guilty of con- 
tributory negligence is not to bar a recovery where his contributory 
negligence was slight and that of the employer was greater in com- 
parison. But the damages are to be diminished by the jury in pro- 
portion to the amount of negligence attributable to the employee. 

M. A. S. 

Futures. A bill to prohibit the buying or selling of futures in prod- 
ucts of the soil which are subjects of interstate or international com- 
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merce in the United States was introduced in congress, December 9, 
1908 (S. 7370). The bill makes it unlawful, directly or indirectly to 
"deliver, receive, or transmit" any intelligence relating to any trans- 
action or proposed transaction "whose true intent and effect may be 
to gamble or speculate" "as to the future market price of any product 
of the soil of any country." It is provided that bona fide sales and 
delivery according to contract shall not subject the parties to such trans- 
action or proposed transaction to the penalties of the act, and provision 
is also made that transactions to speculate or gamble are not to be 
affected if they deal with products which have not been subjects of 
interstate or international commerce for the ten years next preceding. 

Any person violating any of the provisions of the act is subject to 
indictment for a felony and upon conviction is to be imprisoned for not 
less than five nor more than fifteen years for each separate offense. 
In the case of a corporation the penalty is a forfeiture of not less than 
$10,000 nor more than $100,000 to be recovered at the suit of the 
United States. One-half of the forfeiture is to be adjudged to any 
person who may give information leading to judgment against the 
offending corporation. 

It is made unlawful for the postal authorities or employees to deliver 
matter pertaining to the buying or selling of futures and special penalties 
are provided for such violations. 

M. A. S. 

Land Legislation — Oklahoma. The constitution of Oklahoma adopted 
in 1907 states that no alien or person who is not a citizen of the 
United States shall acquire title to or own land in the State, and that 
the legislature shall enact laws whereby all aliens and their heirs who 
may acquire real estate in Oklahoma by devise, descent or otherwise 
must dispose of such property within five years or suffer escheat of 
forfeiture to the State. This provision contains three exceptions; the 
law is not to apply to Indians born within the United States, to aliens 
or persons not citizens of the United States who may become bona 
fide residents of the State, or to aliens already owning land. 

The act as passed by the State legislature incorporated the ideas 
expressed in the constitution, added the necessary details and worked 
out a plan of administration. Aliens holding land after the enactment 
of the law and contrary to its provisions may convey the fee simple 
title at any time before the escheat proceedings are instituted. If, 
however, the conveyance is made either to an alien or to a citizen of the 



